
Out of my Tree Genealogy 

Discover Your Ancestors 

A Guide to 
Getting Started 

In Family History 



The journey is the destination 

 GATHER OLD DOCUMENTS. 

 TALK TO YOUR OLDEST RELATIVES. 

 RECORD WHAT YOU KNOW. 

 CITE YOUR SOURCES. 

 FOCUS YOUR SEARCH. 

 ORGANIZE WHAT YOU FIND. 

 LET GOOGLE HELP. 

 EXPLORE FAMILY SEARCH. 

 USE ANCESTRY LIBRARY EDITION. 

 PLAN YOUR NEXT STEPS. 

TEN STEPS TO GET STARTED 

 

Discover Your Ancestors  
A Guide to Getting Started 

START WITH WHAT YOU KNOW AND TALK TO YOUR RELATIVES 

Search your filing cabinets, your attic, and old picture albums for family documents. 

Ask family members for their family records, memorabilia, photographs, diaries, 

family bibles, old letters, and newspaper clippings. Email your distant cousins and 

ask if they have any information that might be of help to you. 

Make a date to visit the oldest members of your family and find out what they re-

member. Don’t just ask about names, dates and places, but listen to their stories 

about growing up and about any ancestors they remember. Use open ended ques-

tions to get them talking and if possible, record what they have to say in an audio or 

video recording so you don’t miss a word. 

Keep track of what you find out either on paper or on your computer. No detail is 

too small. You never know which clue will help you fit all the pieces together and 

make the leap to the next generation. 

Other things may change us, but we start and end with the 

family. ~Anthony Brandt 

RECORD WHAT YOU KNOW AND CITE YOUR SOURCES. 

GENEALOGY SOFTWARE 

Having tried most of the commercial genealogy software programs at one time or 

another, I’ve settled on RootsMagic as my program of choice. Easy to learn with an 

intuitive interface, it also offers advanced features like customizable templates for 

source citations and many reporting options to help you share your research.  

The free version is called RootsMagic Essentials and can be downloaded directly 

from the RootsMagic website. The paid version adds many innovative features 

unique to RootsMagic.  I have no affiliation whatsoever with RootsMagic, I just think 

it is the best software out there! There is no Mac version yet, but the rumour is that 

it is currently under development. 

 Run RootsMagic-to-Go off your flash drive. 

 Publish your Family Tree online at MyRootsMagic.com. 

 Track your progress with the Research Log. 

 Create a shareable CD to give to your family. 

 Cite your sources with customizable templates. 

 



CITE YOUR SOURCES 

Ask any genealogist if there’s one thing 

they wish they’d known when they 

first started tracing their family history 

and nine out of ten will say that they 

wished they’d recorded where they 

found their information. Don’t be one 

of them. Cite your sources! 

THE RESEARCH CYCLE 

Identify what you know. 

Decide what you want to learn. 

Select the records to search. 

Find and search the records. 

Evaluate and record the information. 

Repeat as necessary. 

GENEALOGICAL PROOF STANDARD 

Do a reasonably exhaustive search, 

always cite your sources, analyze and 

correlate the information you’ve 

found, resolve any conflicting evidence 

and come to a reasoned, sound con-

clusion.  Follow these five elements of 

the GPS to ‘prove’ your conclusions 

are supported by the evidence. 

FAMILYSEARCH.ORG 

FamilySearch has billions of names in hundreds of record collections and is online 

and searchable for free. Although the FamilySearch website is sponsored by The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, it is freely available to all genealogists 

regardless of their religious affiliation and the number of digitized records is grow-

ing  daily. Use the search term “Find a Family History Centre” in your favourite 

search engine to locate a local branch of FamilySearch and book a visit to access 

some of their other excellent resources. 

ANCESTRY.COM      

Ancestry.com is a paid subscription website with more than 13 billion records     

currently available for search with more being added every day. Although viewing 

the historical records on Ancestry does require a subscription, the library edition is 

available in most public libraries or at your local Family History Centre for free.    

Create a free account to view their expert advice on family history or to enter your 

family tree online to connect with distant cousins.  

 Birth, marriage and death records. 

 Parish christening, marriage and burial records. 

 Census and voter records. 

 Military records. 

 Immigration and travel records. 

 Schools, directories and church histories. 

 Wills and probate. 

 Land records. 

The journey is the destination 

SEARCH WITH FOCUS AND ORGANIZE WHAT YOU FIND 

WHAT TYPES OF RECORDS SHOULD YOU LOOK FOR? 



 

As a professional genealogist, I can either trace your ancestors for 

you or I can help as you undertake the journey to discover your fami-

ly history yourself.  If your goal is to find all of your cousins, I can also 

help you with a descendancy search to identify all the people who 

descended from one of your ancestors.   

Whether you’ve come up against a challenging research problem and 

need some guidance or if you just need a local record lookup, I’m 

here to help. 

I’m a graduate of the National Institute for Genealogical Studies in 

affiliation with Continuing Education at University of St. Michael’s 

College in the University of Toronto with Certificates in Methodology 

and English Records. 

TRACING ANCESTRY 

FINDING DESCENDANTS 

RECORD SEARCHES 
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The journey is the destination 


